
To: Hicnael B. Cook 1Jlrect'cw---------
Office of Drinking Water (VH-550} 

----- --------------

Recom;:u::ndat ion: 

The W.ii.ter H~nage~;tent. Dhtis1oo recommends the following change to the Osage UIC reguL1tions at Subpart GGG. This change is pruvosed tu give th~ Regional Admi oi strator {AA) the same flexibfl ity in dealing with temporarfly abandoned wells as afforded h1m in the Generic: federal Regu1at1 ons at Part 144. ·· 

-~_P.ort1ny Generic federal Re~ulati ons ~ -- :~ -m 

Tllis flaxibllity exists at 40 CFR i~i144-28{c){2){iv) and 144.52{ll)(6) for both authorized by rule and permitted wells respectively: 
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~144.28(c)(2){1v) Rcquire;:;ents for Class I, II,. and II! t."ells author-ized - by rule. -
!!-/) ?_q(J; 

· 'o..."{,W} J\fter a cess~tion of operations af -~year$ the own~r or 
operate~ shall plug and abandon the well in accordance with ~plan 
unless he: /9# E-PA ~:<:.Jf1f-'1'1<:>{/t£v( J_ 
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Provides notice to the Regional Amninistrator; 
Describes actions or procedures, satisfactory to the 
Regional Administrator, that the owner or operator Hill take 
tO e!ISUre that tite WC 1) Wl}l not endanger US!)}:s during tha 
period of temporary abaf•uonmcnt.- ·These actions and 
procedures ~hall include compliance with the technic~l 
requirei:;1ents applicable to active 1nject1on well$ unless 
l4aived by th~ ,egional Adrr.inistrutor... . .tf,, 
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'\6J 1\ftcr- :. cc::setion cf opcri>ticns. of tw.i y~..iirs t.il~L~. Of 
operator Shlll -pl cs; !nd aba~.:!Or1 tiic ut:: 11 1 n Jc~~l"4~~1ftlb' t~e vhn ~,.,....,... ___ unless he: __ _ __ ___ --~--~~--------
f ....... 
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Pr\/vldus r.oth.e to the ReSJiort-11 A(.~inistr4t.i1:1~:- . __ 
Describes tl'-tions or proc~ures. s:ttishctory--to the Regional 
A4.."11n1strato-r ~- tt1at U'·a ownc:r or vperctor wfll t.:k~ ·to __ ·---··­•nsure ttklt tn. well vi H ~t eMa~e-r USYllls dut"tng the -: __ pcrie-d of tenv::;rar_, abandonment.. Tlli:se ac.t1wns and 
pr~.:eJureS $hill lttd~.iO Co;:tpli~r.ce Wltfi U·te tedmfc:ai 
··reqrrf~ts--aiJPlicante""t£1- ~cti~ inJ~cttvl'l-~cltz-unles$ ____ _ 
~:tt}ved by _tne Re:)h)rtol Ach,~n1strator."' 

Tne:s~ reguht1 oas all ov tnc S:A to li'-h~ tf;a- tc~nnic~1 reGut f"{;;<iiet.ts iippl it:aole 
t<~ activ~ 1nje{:thm M:lts. such as proof cf mechanical integrity, pro.-ideJ tid: O\vner or vp-~•·tltor :;ubt:lits i S4t t sfdctor-J plarr tu ensure a temporar1ty · ot~~fuh.:t1t:d \'1t i 1 will nvt e~d~.r.~cr a U.SDk. ---·----· -· 

A:.. currcr.tly ~rn:.ten, Os.a~e UfC Reguhtion ~l-17 .. 290!';, guverning plui-491ilfl and 
obc.ntio;l!'Jf:ttt. 1 allot:S the RA t~ e:cte-tu:i the plug~ir.g <:ea.-:0 1r1as. liut 4oes not allow Jt1m to w~ive technic.al requirehi-=nti ffJr Uw>c temporarHy abanduned ~ell~ ;.;;:h:l: cu not enc.L-m:;er ci USDW. 

rlr:-.a o•;nar/upr.;;~<J:tvr si1dl notifJ tn~ (.'!>.:J;ye ;.nc cffk;,: ~titi"dn :0 dn)S 
ur ti'-,;:: date injection t;.lS tcn:inated. The l'rull ~ust be plv!JJCG 
Hhnil'! I ;rear z.ftt:r ton·dnetitm of inje•.:thm. fht Regional 
i\dtrdnistrat~r r.tay extend the th:1e to piug but only if no fluid_ 
t!OVCi'h'!nt ir.to l ;J$0~ wHl o;:,~ur. and the operiitur h~s presented a 
\''i.Jbie pian ff.Jr utii i:dng the W£:11 ~ithlf\ a l'e.t~onable ta~c. 

(iiJ utttil .&.n it:juction ~11 hotS ~eo properly p-lus9ed and 
et:andor.cd. annual reports tc the Regi c.r1a.l Adl4inhtriltor on well status. artci ~;~e.:h!:-dcal integfit,;· tests ~s outlltie;J in :;:_;147 .. 2912 ~nd 147.29.2'0 will te rc:q.;1t'e-ot whi!ti•t:t' ur not injection h4is ce.:l~ed/' 

Tlli!; places an unnccess~ry hardship un op('t-dtors cf suci< w-ells in that 
:·i!gUi.!tiun~ ~t ;_1 147.25H2ta} and 147.2':iJO(b} n.:quh·e !lll uells* both . authorized by rula and p-et't'lttad Hells. raspecth·eiy, tCi hMe r.~d:.ardcal .· i!)tegrit; rq;..'lrch:ss cf ot,~rGtic:utl status. 
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---~--- •{ai f.ach wll ~tnori2:;ad DJ' r\11!: OOit have ~er,aa_tD~.ttr:rit_y,. 
. }iecnanical Jr.tcint..r _;;;u~t :>c d~Jr.striitc.a with1iLI<t~~:Of .. . , . 
----~Ai3 •dcpUOA.- -~ fteljtcnei~ll'J1strator w1ll~;1":$l_le \fell-~:="" ~-~-r.~virt~tr-t~n~ t.erot·u pfoufeTiiicaanical~ilt!&¥n-y ---­

m;st he iubllitt&d to £PA. Tne owneriOfHU'ato, t'itlst-:~~~~the 0s.1;e tHC off'fc_e _at lt'ut five d~s. ~r1or to tasting~ Th~ i¥!fH'/eper-ator-
Qii,Y perfOiiii t.he ..ecbaf'lh::•l tn~it)' ~$t f)MOf' to r&ceh1ng nct1co · ·-1rr:m "the Reglonal AUl.'l1n!strator. p!"ovfc!~d t.,~,- Os:;}e U!C offfce is nt>t1fiad ~t least fh·e d.ays tn idvMce, Con~Htlo(!s of hoth 
~!_~_i:r" ~pts ( aJLU anti~Ji?j___Qf_t~Jl __ $e_ft 1 Otl __ m!.lit....b:~_..ae_~-1-:_ ___________ -_______ _ 

c\b) Each well must have mechan1Cal f~t~9r1ty. ~cha~fc~l integ~ity cf the ~njer:tian well t?ust !)~ ~t'to~on jir'tor t~ o~ratiGl'h Tn-e 
Otin~r/o?er-~tor 11-.1~t r•otif~ the Cso:~e U!C office at lcJ.:t fh~ days 
~dur- t~ ~d:t.1r.icb11ntegrity testing. ComHtfWtS of both · 
?·lt~:;rapr•s {b H 1) and (b i{;!) of tills. Section t}USt bo ~:let .. ~ 

n. is obviously l.li:pr4ctlcal to---require-proof of· mectianjcaf-1t1tegrTty-cf ihcse 
u(!l h :.-;1;1\:h .uri en9agad in the ~lUi.fiji!l~ ,,rvcedure ~r.~_b)• :;:eet.ih!J t.ne Ri\'s crit~ria. ;,.a.'ft: ~filf t~rant~ &a ext~tied plu~iny de:dHoo .. 

ihcJ'efor·c. tc aHcviatw tli1s .i!iscrc:;;:.ncy and ~dltt::t<t: gretitci· c.outit'h.ilty 
oct~:ecn the Generic. fedcr-<::1 Re£J:..1at~~n!i ar;d tl;e O~r.gu i.J!C Regulati,_m.;; "'e 
~'r~~csc: to ch~n~e the re:;:.z i .ot 1 On govttrn i llG t•l \i~ t\r•J 4L1itfoOO!i~i!Ht so u~a t it \iill read: 

.. ~.- ,~" 

"T!le owner/Opilr~tor .\ih.:ll notify the O$tt~~ U1C office within '10 ti<:lys of the date 1njecticn h..t: ter,1fnat~d.. Th~ wr:11 l!~st be plu!;~ed 
;:ithir. 1 year after ten;;1Mt1on of 1njact~on. r1'1e K2~itmal 
Adt4inhtrAtor ~y extend the titil'! to plug~ but only tf the o~H•I?r or 
op~r.}tor takt>s step! satisfactory to the Regifi!,~l Adnirlistr~t.or to 
~ms!lre no fluid rAovef.4Gnt intc a USVW wn 1 oc.::ur itnd has pre:..ent~l a 
viilh)~ pl~~ for util Lz1fi9 the w'·ll wHhtn .:: rea$r:,;n4ol~ tk~. 

(a) fJr.t1t an in,:it:ct1vn well hitS bee-n propt:rly pltt~ifCd and 
aband~~~d, ~lwutll rc;pcrts to tne R~sional Adt";imhtr4tor t~n uell natus. wnl br; req:r;rcd. 1!echanic;1 int~srity tests as out11f;atf in 
~: ... 147.~912 cmd l47.l'nO. a.n<l otncr trK.!"lfiiCttl rcqutt·~meut:$ i!pplica~;!'ie 
to ac.t1v~ 11ijectlwi 5ells ;.;111 be r~qt<1red uohss wtf~id by··<tne Re!;·i om~ 1 fsdi':il ni str.:tt¢r... ~.,;~,'<;·•L., · 
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Tbi$ cheni]e wili <.ot:t.1<tve tc e~~~,.e t~it: pr'-tt~·.:tion of DSDlls ~nd-.tl1ow thtt 
Rtfg~or•41 ~i '*~ ttr;.tt.t.r tc c~t~nG thol H fe of_l.~~~~~_r_il.r. o.ba·~:: ~-=--~'ij!1J ~ ........... . . :::---=~~-_.::.;_:~;:_~-~-~-.d~~!!!i;no efl4an:tenif:~t _to 4 t;SOU. -TM s _:all<JWS opor.-;ttW.s- flf:: · . · ~ ·re-s:>- · ... -········ -- ... ::::~'!fliiE9-tab-le-ftttiif"e- -~tfit1-H~ to· detel-oe·-trune--~l~~fifit;e;t.....,a ..... ,;4.i----

-~~~~;s;:.e on1 que:t!:ns ~1~ .. e ccnt•ct Os:u ~hfo, Ji. &l;~::;;:.~lSS. -~ ~j;-{;,.~ ....... ~~::27--~':='""' 
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